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the meeting. The DSDC co-ordinator, 
Nevila Xhindi, gave a presentation 
of donor projects that were assisting 
INSTAT in producing data. It was 
agreed that preparing for the 2011 
Census was a major priorities. Two 
other presentations from INSTAT 
experts focused on the improvement 
of IT infrastructure on statistics sector 
as an important tool for gathering 
integral data, and on social and 
economic data. INSTAT Director, Ines  
Nurja, said that the Government will 
finance 20% of the Census project and 
that the EC was going to be the main 
donor supporting this issue.  

Fourth Meeting of the UN Office 
on Drugs and Crime Project
 

From 23 to 25 February 2009, the 
UNODC Regional Programme Office 
for South East Europe held in Tirana the 
fourth meeting of the Project Enhancing 
Operational Capacity to Investigate and 
Disrupt Human Trafficking Activities 
in the Western Balkans, funded by 
the Governments of Germany and the 
UK. The meeting was opened by the 
UNODC Regional Programme Co-
ordinator for South Eastern Europe, 
Carla Ciavarella, with the presence 
of Iva Zajmi, the Deputy Minister of 
Interior and Anti-Human Trafficking 

National Co-ordinator, Sheila Bramley, 
the Deputy Head of Mission, Embassy 
of the UK in Albania, Rainer Harms, 
Liaison Officer, from the Government 
of Germany. The aim was to strengthen 
the law enforcement co-operation of 
Western Balkan countries in the fight 
against human trafficking and smuggling 
of migrants. Representatives of both the 
law enforcement and judiciary from each 
country in the region participating along 
with representatives of third countries’ 
national institutions and representatives 
of relevant International Organizations. 
UNODC staff highlighted their work in 
the area of anti-human trafficking and 
smuggling of migrants, and the tools 
they had developed in strengthening 
regional cooperation, such as the mutual 
legal assistance and extradition requests 
writer tools. The meeting was also an 
occasion to present the UNODC Global 

Photo: The fourth meeting of the Project Enhancing Operational Capacity to Investigate and Disrupt Human Trafficking Activities in the Western 
Balkans ,held in Tirana from 23 to 25 February 2009 by the UNODC Regional Programme Office for South East Europe (photo/UNODC Albania)

Photo: Meeting of Statistics SWG held on 16 February 2009 (photo/DSDC)

Report on Trafficking in Persons that 
was launched on 12 February 2009 in 
New York. The study was conducted 
as part of the UN Global Initiative to 
Fight Human Trafficking. Based on data 
gathered from 155 countries, the report 
offered the first global assessment 
of the scope of human trafficking 
and what is being done to combat it. 
At the end of the meeting, a set of 
recommendations were produced 
with the aim of strengthening law 
enforcement and judicial co-operation 
in the region, through the enhanced use 
of mutual legal assistance instruments. 
As the custodian of the Convention 
on Trans-national Organized Crime 
and its protocols, UNODC’s primary 
goal is to promote global adherence 
to such legal instruments and to assist 
nation states in their efforts to effectively 
implement them. 
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In-country 
Missions

As of October 2008, the UNDP is the current Chair of the Donor Technical Secretariat.

Any comments regarding Government-Donor Dialogue  
(both positive and negative) are strongly encouraged – and we promise to print all 
such comments received!

Want to contribute?
If you would like to contribute, send your text to the Donor Technical Secretariat (DTS) Office 
(nevila.como@aidharmonisation.org.al) by the 1st of every month. An ideal word count 
for submissions is around 100 words.

Frequency
Each edition will be sent to you on the 15th of every month.  

Who are the donors in Albania? 
There are over 40 donors operating in Albania.  
To find out who they are please click here.  

To unsubscribe:
Please send an e-mail to Nevila Çomo 
(nevila.como@aidharmonisation.org.al)

The design of Government-Donor Dialogue Newsletter is financially 
supported by the OSCE Presence in Albania

ekongo@icc-al.org

IMF
An IMF staff visit headed by Gerwin Bell 
Mission Chief for Albania is scheduled to 
take place in Tirana April 1-7 2009. The 
Mission will meet with the Prime Minister, 
the Minister of Finance, the Governor of 
the Bank of Albania and other key officials. 
Discussions will focus on the possible 
impact of the global crisis on Albania and 
the adequate policy responses needed 
to mitigate the economic slowdown, 
including 2009 budget policy, monetary 
and exchange rate policies, and measures 
to maintain financial stability. The IMF 
Executive Director for Albania, Arrigo 
Sadun, will join the discussions on 6 to 7 
April 2009. A joint press conference will be 
held on 7 April 2009.

UNODC consults on a programme on 
promoting rule of law and human security
On 9 February 2009, the UNODC 
conducted a mission to Tirana to present 
the draft Regional Programme Promoting 
the Rule of Law and Human Security in 
South Eastern Europe (2009-2011). The 
Programme’s aim is to respond to evolving 
human security threats and to promote 
the rule of law. The knowledge base for 
the development of a Programme derives 
from a report Crime and its impact on the 
Balkans and affected countries launched 
in May 2008. The report was shaped 
following consultations with countries 
in the region. The aim behind the recent 
mission was to gain clearer idea of the 
needs of these countries, including Albania. 
During the meetings held in Tirana, the 
UNODC stressed the importance of such 
meetings in order to avoid duplication of 
efforts. The considerations relevant for 
the region were seen to be to ensure the 
adoption and implementation of legal and 
regulatory frameworks in line with the 
international standards, to focus on internal 
co-ordination and integration among 
national partners and to discuss regional 
cooperation and integration cross border. 

UNODC assesses Albanian 
laws with UN Convention on 
Transnational Organized Crime
As part of the implementation of the Project 

on Strengthening of Enhanced Border 
Control Capacities and Criminal Justice 
Response to Fight Illicit Trafficking and 
Organized Crime in Albania, a UNODC 
legal mission from Vienna visited Tirana 
on 11 to 13 February 2009 to review the 
progress made and advise on the reforms 
to be undertaken in the implementation 
of UN Convention on Transnational 
Organized Crime. The Mission reviewed 
and are in the process of preparing a report 
analyzing their findings, including the 
perceived deficiencies, current UNODC 
recommendations and the best international 
practices in the light of the UN Convention. 

World Bank
A World Bank Mission for the Multi 
Donor Trust Fund, Capacity Building 
Support to the Integrated Planning 
System took place from 16 to 25 February 
2009.  Its aim was to help  accelerate 
the implementation of Trust Funds 
activities, to discuss with the Ministry 
of Finance possible solutions over the 
implementation of the modernization of 
the treasury system and to discuss the 
Debt Management subcomponent.  

A World Bank Mission for the Albania Avian 
Influenza Control and Human Pandemic 
Preparedness and Response Project visited 

from 16 to 21 February 2009.  Its aim was 
to: assess the progress achieved in the 
implementation of the project components; 
assess the effectiveness of the implementation 
arrangements; evaluate the activities of 
the main stakeholders in government and 
the support provided by project staff, and 
assess inter-agency co-ordination between 
government ministries and donor agencies, 
and identify problems related to the project

A World Bank Mission for the Propose 
Disaster Risk Mitigation and Adaptation 
Project took place on 11 February 2009. The 
aim was to follow up with the Ministry of 
Interior the conditions of the effectiveness 
so that these conditions will be met by the 
deadline of February 27 2009.

A World Bank Mission for the Technical 
Assistance to the Bank of Albania on 
Microfinance visited from 1 to 7 February 
2009. Its aim was to assist the Bank to 
prepare microfinance regulations and a 
supervision framework and manual for 
microfinance institutions, credit unions and 
savings and credit associations. The Mission 
assisted the Bank to finalize the current draft 
microfinance regulations and to prepare an 
appropriate supervision framework for MFIs, 
taking into account their status as non-
deposit-taking institutions.

http://www.aidharmonisation.org.al/?fq=mesi&gj=en&kid=102



